COAL CAR HISTORIC RECONSTRUCTION

Research of the Car’s Construction Begins

February 11, 2008
Bill Hall made great progress in understanding the coal car’s b =
construction in the first week. Newcastle resident and mine I\ ><$ V'
enthusiast Milt Swanson visited to look the car over, and imme- == — =10
diately identified two later modifications. The wheels are Tim- L RN
ken roller bearings, a post-1925 invention, and the car was also :_;__:::__:
lengthened by 6 /2 inches sometime after the invention of arc
welding in the mid-1930s. Bill discovered some unusual as- ﬂ}ﬂ
pects of its construction, like the fact S
that the wood essentially holds the
car together since the center iron bar

is not attached to the axles. Volun-

teers who worked on the car in the 1970s made some modifica-
tions of their own; thanks to Bill’s careful study and compari-
son to research compiled by Sarah, Richard, and Liz, these
modern changes will be reversed to return the car more nearly
to its construction when it began its life in the mines.

Above: Two CAD drawings
of RHM’s coal mine car
created by Bill Hall.
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Co. catalogue. This car This car is a standard such as is used in medium low veins and is constructed of fir so
looks very similar to the that it may be easily repaired at the mine. It can be changed in any way to suit the in-
RHM coal mine car. dividual operator.

Renton History Museum



